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MBA Emphases Proving Effective for Church Growth 
How can we help our churches grow? It is encouraging to hear from church leaders that their 
churches are seeing growth through leadership in Biblical Prayer, Evangelistic Ministries, Church 
Development, Church Planting and Partnership Missions. There are many other important things 
that churches and Associations can do. Our MBA staff, structure and budgeting focuses on 
supporting, training, and helping churches grow primarily through these five foundational areas. 
Please let us know how we can help your church grow.  
  
Time to Enlist Committee Members  
The Enlistment Committee has sent nomination forms to each pastor to give recommendations to 
serve on MBA committees. We need individuals who are willing to serve on the committees that 
provide direction and leadership in the MBA. Please visit our web page for a list of committee 
positions including:  International Ministries, Camp Whispering Pines, Church Development, 
Evangelism/Missions, Prayer, Budget, Building and Grounds, Church Planting, Students, and 
others. Please let your pastor know to recommend you and e-mail or mail those completed forms to 
the MBA by the end of June.  
  
Associational Mission Week Reports 
Thank you to those who helped your people learn the importance of local cooperative missions 
through emphasizing Associational Missions Week. Please e-mail or call me, or one of the staff, to let 
us know how you promoted Associational Missions in your church. Please help us know what you 
need to effectively promote that week.  
  
Where Does Your Treasure Lie? 
It is easy to see what is important in our lives. Just look at how we spend our time, talents, and 
money. A quick examination of these areas reveals that many of us have too little commitment to 
preparing for eternity. Each of us need to be faithful in the biblical tithe, no matter what the 
economy does around us. We need to be faithful to our churches, no matter how many things scream 
for our time and talents. We also need to be faithful to support cooperative missions with our time, 
talents, and money.   
  
Burch’s Retirement 
Congratulations to Gerald and Brenda Burch upon their retirement from the International Mission 
Board. They have been a blessing to us in the past year. They will continue to serve as Missionaries 
in Residence for the MBA and help provide leadership for our Partnership Missions Emphases.  
  
Farewell to Jarrod and Jessica Watts 
We are grateful that the Lord led Jarrod and Jessica Watts to serve with us as short-term 
missionaries in International Ministries. Their enthusiasm and skill will be missed. Please pray as 
NAMB processes the request for a replacement missionary to serve at the IMC.  
  
Maintenance Engineer Position Available  
Jarrod’s departure leaves a vacancy for a part time Maintenance Engineer working at the IMC and 
the MBA office. Duties include general repairs and renovation, building and equipment 
maintenance, and working with volunteers. Visit our web page for a complete copy of the job 
description and application.  
  
Music Boat Cruise November 8-12, 2010 
Recently, I heard another testimony from a pastor that their vacation was once again interrupted by 
a call from the church. It is wonderful that our ministers are so committed to their congregations to 
serve whenever needed. But, even pastors need undisturbed time to rest.  



Donna and I will be leading an MBA group for the November 8-12, 2010 Music Boat cruise. Be away 
from the phone and e-mail for three days and four nights of enjoying contemporary Christian Music, 
humorists, illusionists and speakers. Participants indicate the Christian atmosphere was far 
superior to their other cruises. Please consider arranging to send your pastor with us. Please 
visit http://www.musicboatonline.com/ for more information, or to register. In the note section 
indicate you are traveling with Thomas Wright and Mobile Baptist Association. If we have a group of 
12 cabins we can receive a discount per cabin of $200. Prices start at $799 per person ($699 if we get 
the group rate), plus $295 port fees per person. We need to be booked by November 1, 2009 to receive 
the discounted rate. A third and fourth passenger in the same cabin can go for $499 each, plus the 
fees. We can investigate driving, or flying together, to the Port of Miami. Let me know you have 
registered so I can confirm our group discount. If you would rather book with a live person call 1-800-
889-5265. 
  
Pastoral Changes  
Welcome, Brother Paul Ott to Fellowship Baptist Church. Please pray for the churches we have 
listed as seeking a pastor and please let us know when their status changes: FBC Axis, FBC Bayou 
La Batre, Central (BV),  Cypress Shores, FBC Dawes, Dayspring, Emmanuel, Gulfcrest (BV), Lafitte, 
Sage Avenue, FBC Semmes, Smithtown (BV) FBC Theodore, and Vietnamese Obedience. 
  
Blessed to serve with you, 
Bro. Thomas 
  
 


